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Chinese Communists are now cstablishing their comtrol over Simiciang prov.

st the western end of the Indias-~China frontier, and ever “ikemg previncs, -t

esstern ead. They appesr %o be planning fer the eveatual psastration of ‘Pibe-
which ocoupies the middie section of the frontier., Ia this situsti-x the or
4 -

undefined scathwestern horder af China might play sa impertaat rele in the sc
ward sdvance of Commmnienm in isia., This border stretches for sume 00 mier
between Pakistan, India, Bepei, =nd Bhutan on the south snd Chins, iaelading
Tibet, on the norih.

It is desirable to sxamine the froatier region from the geogramical wie:

peint, as apposed to the strictly pelitical viewpoint, im an attesp: to evaiv

the fastors present an the cround whish would sake Chinese Comsunle:s penev-atio
essy or diffieult, and the factors whish could be exploited for a Ghinens oku
nist advance, am well as to estimate the valus of the differeat areis atom: t

frontier as springboards for Jurther Ceamsnist peastratien into Isdis znd ak
Sush a study would be useful not only for itself but as somwthing on shiah fu
eurrent political estimates could be based,

The outlina given belew, or variants thereof, would be applied to the

follewing aress: (a) Froatisrs of southern Sinkisng and westers Tivet; (-} =
central Tibetan frontier (Wepal, Sikiim sad the Chumbi valley, Ibabac); (¢ ror

Assam hill tracts. Sach item iz the cutline would be treated only :.n suffici

detall to bring owt its bearing on the estimate. A basie sztudy is aot latepc

OUTLIBE
1. Tepography: How formidable is the barrier smocne?
{a) iouwnbaln chalms end vaileys
(b) Glaciers
(c) Hydregraphy
(d) Passes
{(e) Habitable areass
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2. Culturel orientation of the peeple: Chinese and Tileten ve.
Indian, or lecal cultures vs, outside oultures.
3. Feoncmie orieatatios,

(a) Degree of depeadsnee of the froatier areas o specifi:
outaide areas,

(b) Trams-froatier trade routes and types of trade,

(¢) Transpertation facilities,

{d) Resources of the froatisr regicn of value to the ontsid:
world,

4o De faote somtrol amd bouncary claims,

(a) Aresl extant or politisal orientation of Indlis ané
Fakistani control on the ome hand and Chinese and Tibetss on the
other,

(b} Type of centrel er palitical orientation: Cosplete or
pominal; with lscal appreval or by ferce; lemg-standing wnd tredi
tionsl or recent?

(2) Aresas having sonsiderable awtonesy: Nepal, Biatan, bil.
states, tribal aress.

(d) Boumdary elalms of India-Pakisten and Chins: 3istery o
past negotiatioss.

(a) Is the area easily acesssible from the omtside, or is it diffieul: io
penstrate or to crosa?

(b) Would it be of valus to the Communists either ir iteelf or 2s » soring-
board for fwriher penstrstien southward?

{8} Are the people by tradition sod cmiture crisnted toward China and Ticek,
and would the people follow the lead of a Commmnist China and Tibet for culiw I
ressons?

{d) Do the people have strony losal leyalties snd traditions, i loyslt: -

wl

to an Indilan culture which would meke them resistant to overtures froam Comsun -

¢t

Chine and Tibet?
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{e) Is the area dependent on Commmnist arsas m{;ﬂuﬂuﬂﬂlALr

would its dependence cn supplier from the south be s means of keeping it cal
of the Communist camp?

(2) Would it be comperatively essy for Commmnists tc iafiltrite by way of
trade routss and tradet

(g) Are the people sntagenistic to the preseat political regime, thus
saking thes ripe for Communist penetration?

{h) What olaims to territory de the Chinese Comsuaists isher:t from th-
Kationaliste that they conid expleit? #hat is the validity of there clalms?
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